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NONVERBAL CODE AS A COMPONENT OF AN ETIQUETTE VOCABULARY
IN AMERICAN DISCOURSE
Bonoapenxo FO.C. (Cymu)

Nonverbal language means are known and used since the ancient times. By the end of the XIX century Charles
Darwin tried and defined the nature of the nonverbal behavior (he called it "feelings expression™). Up to the middle of
the XX century, the western and Russian psychology had been cultivating a viewpaint, that nonverbal communication
accompanies a verbal row — the paralinguisiic approach. Not only the paralinguistic approach, but the linguacemiered
one had been playing an important role in the nonverbal communication studies. Within the approach in question
nonverbal means were studied "in the own image” of human speech aceording 1o the linguistic criteria.

The linguistic model was a climax of the linguacentered approach that was suggested by Birdwhistle, one of the
representatives of the symbolic interactionism school. According to Birdwhistle, symbolic interactions between people
include a limited repertoire of 50-60 elementary movements, gestures and body poses. Human behavior is composed of
kinemo, elementary movement units (as if "signs" of the body movement), in the same way as human speech is
organized from the continuity of words. It was Birdwhistle, who introduced the notion kinesics (the study about
nonverbal human movements in the communication process).

In order 1o #void the misunderstanding of the notions "nonverbal communication”, "nonverbal interaction” and
“nonverbal behavier”, which are often used as synonyms, it is important to differentiate their meaning and the concrete
context. For this we used one of the most expedient terminology systems, which was sugeested by a Russian
psychologist V. Labunskaya. :

Nonverbal behavior is characierized by unintentional nature that presumes unconscious use of the nonverbal
sypibols that form implicit, hidden communication aets,

Nonverbal communication is mostly intentional gestures, body movements, poses, which are commaon for the
certain society and can be varied actording to a cultural environment or a living place (for instance gestures and
greetings), '

Nonverbal interaction is both an exchunge of the nonyerbal behavior or nonverbal communication programs
and the result of this exchunge.
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ﬁelwﬁnr can be divided into five main categories: illustrators, adaptors/manipulators.

otics of the nonverbal communication means ‘of the American lingua-cultural society in
i nmwrha‘lwﬂ-e realization in the Danicla Still's novels, we can define the following
<ive movenments (emotionally coloured (mimicry, gestures), etiquetie proper); optical (eyes
) tactile (with a positive shade. with a nepative shade), acoustic (voice shades, psycho-
individual).
‘most important for these are the body movements that ‘are visually perceived by another
"=wive-mgutaﬁve function in an interaction. Kinesics comprises expressive movements.
i mimicry poses, gestures, and walk, Pantomimic signs, as well as the other nonverbal and verbal
on ﬁm polysemantic and polyfunctional. They can have a purely etiquette character or reflect
e Americans.

~ So, the eftlzn present thesis is the maniféstation of nonverbal behavior in the American lingua — cultural
society and the subje it is the nonverbal code as an component of an etiquette yocabulary in American discourse.
There is a significant number of the nonverbal communication means in the works by Daniela Still that reflect

the emotional states of the Americans. Mimicry plays a special role in the information canveying process. After the
thorough analysis of the Americans’ mimic movements in the novels by Daniela Still, we came to the conclusion that
they can be both intentional and unintentional. "Oh? * Zack raised an evebrow in tolal innocence” Eyebrow aising is a
typical face expression that is an astonishment signal. In this case the mimic movement I intentional for it 15
conseientious and can be controfled. At the same time, as it was stated above. u lot of body movements cannot be
controlled. For example the lips are trembling when a person is worried or disappointed: "She sighed as her lip
rembled”. A small number of individual expressions, which reflect emotions, are universal and easy to recognize. All
peaple despile their race. culture or SEX EXpress wrath, contempt. disgust, fear, happiness, sadness and astonishment in
completely the same ways. and the Americans are not an exception in this case.

The analysis of the novels under investigation has also shown that the Americans’ gestures are mostly
anintentional. Despite the fact, that they can be controlled they are unconscientious. It s shown in the following
example "Come on' he held out his hand - it is passible to do without this gesture, but it is a logical continuation of &
verbal expression, a kind of an emotional impulse.

Pantomimic moyements, as it is seen from the novels, can be etigquelie proper {"ritual") and be used only in
traditional cases, but at the same lime they remain to be informative, as they are the typical markers of the etiquetie
vocabulary. In most cases such an etiquette gesture as a handshake is used during greetings, farewells, mectings. as well
as the expressing of gratitude, sympathy and enthusiasm. The thorough analysis of Daniela %4ill°s novels enables us 1o
claim that the gesture is common for the Americans 4s a greeting or farewell signal only: "He sipod and held out u
hand. His arm was long and powerful, his handshake firm, his eves an icy blue".

In most cases such an etiquette gesture as a handshake is used during greetings, farewells, meelings, as well as
the expressing of pratitude, sympathy and enthusiasm. The thorough analysis of Daniela Still's novels enables us to
claim that the gesture is common for the Americans as a greefing or farewell signal only: "He stood and held out a
hand”.

‘Tactile means of interaction are dynamic touches in the form of slapping somebody on the back, hugs or even
Kisses, It is proved, that dynamic touches are biologically necessary form of stimulation, and not just a sentimental
detail of human interaction. Such stimulation can have both. positive and negative shades. The use of dynamic touches
by the Americans is determined by several reasons. The most important of them are the partner’s stalus, age and sex.
and the fact, how good interlocutors know each other. Such a 1ctile element as slapping somebody on a back or on &
shoulder, for example, is possible under the condition of the close relations bewween interlocutors and cquality of their
social status. The Americans are also well known "back slappers”. they like to stap cach other on a back 10 show their
friendly intentions, These means of nonverbal interaction aré also quite informative, in compliance with the etiquette

charcter especially In her novels Daniela Still uses a great number of synonyms to deseribe the voice shades of the
Americans, for instance: “Sorry, I'm late". She smiled, and her voice seemed degper, sexier than e remembered. - an
~ As it was mentioned before nonverbal behavior is polyfunctional. Having examined all of its manifestalions in

Daniela Still's novels, we can dwell upon the following classification of its functions: substitution  (emblems,
contextual), illustration (confirmation, refutation).

 OBPABHO-UIHHICHHH 3MICT KOHUENTY WACTH
(i marepinal aRTaOMONHOTO XYNOHHLOTO AHCKYPEY)

Epamyes T.B. (Xupxis)
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