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DESIGNING TASKS FOR ASSESSING SKILLS OF WRITING
Hnapovska L.V. (Sumy)

Testing has recently become one of the most burning issues that Ukrainian
educational community keeps discussing. The objective of the presented abstract is to
briefly comment on some of the key issues of designing tasks to assess skills of writing.

Overall, in order to be able to evaluate a writing assessment task, we need to
know two basic things:

e the criteria that such a task must meet;

® how we can check whether it is a functioning task or not.

I'he two basic parts that can be distinguished in an assessment task are the rubric
and the prompt. Although they have scparate functions, in some tasks the rubric and the
prompt are combined into one coherent mix of instructions and stimuli for the students,
so their elements are intermingled.

The rubric can contain information on what exactly the task will assess; how
students should go about completing the writing task (e.g. Write the answer on the
answer sheet); the time given for the completion of the task; the word limit set for the
task; how the task is marked. The function of the rubric is therefore to give procedural
information.

A rubric must provide all the information that is necessary for the students to
understand what they have to do. However, this is not to be interpreted as meaning the
longer the rubric the better. A task intended for the assessment of writing ability must
not turn into a major reading activity; therefore, the rubric should be as short as clarity
allows. Furthermore, the rubric must be clearly worded to make sure that it is
understandable. The language used may be student’s mother tongue, but in modern
European examinations the rubric is usually written in the same language as the student
is tested on. Thercfore, the rubric must be written in simple language and the
information presented in it must be logically organized and ordered.

The exact nature and content of the script students are expected to compose are
specified in the prompt. The prompt is the stimulus in response to which students write
the script, so it must be understandable, rich, motivating and encouraging. The function
of the prompt is to provide information about the context, content, and purpose of
Wwriting.

There are three basic prompt formats.

The base prompt is short and formulates the whole task in one or two sentences.
Most one-sentence composition prompts are base prompts, e.g. “Do you agree or
disagree with the opinion that men make better managers than women? Why?"

Such prompt sets the topic and may specify the main rhetorical mode of the
expected script. However, it does not provide information about the writing context and
the exact content to be developed.

45



The framed prompt, on the contrary, is longer and helps students to interpret the
task by placing it into a richer context. It usually describes a situation from whicp
candidates can understand who they are, why they are writing, what they are writing
about, and who will read their texts, c.g. “Your university is planning to start an Englis),
language magazine and has asked students to write articles swith the title “Thoughyg
about my University”. You have decided to write an article in which you describe whq,
you like and dislike about your university and explain your reasons.”

The contexts described in such prompts present contexts familiar to test-takers of
the ones they can imagine themselves in. They are therefore modelled on real-lifp
situations and are much preferred by task designers since life is an exhaustible source of
authentic situations in which writing occurs.

The last type of prompt is the text-based prompt, which may include one or more
texts of varying length to which students respond (e.g. a letter, an advertisement,
brochures), ideas which they are expected to incorporate into their scripts (c.g. notes
prepared for an article, or list of ideas jotted down to be included in a letter), or visual
information presented in the form of images (e.g. a graph presenting certain trends).
Candidates attempting this task are provided with a situation in which they play a
particular role and have a specific task to complete, and a text (e.g. the advertisement),
in response to which they have to write their own script (e.g. the e-mail message).

CYYACHI NEJAI'OI'TYHI TEXHOJIOI'TE
["onoeko B.B., Ilumko B.M. (Kpachorpau)

CyuacHi meparoriuni TexHonorii Taki, AK HaBYaHHS y CHIBNpatli, MPOEKTHa
METOAMKA, BUKOPUCTAHHA HOBMX iH(OpMaUiiHHX TeXHOMOriH, [HTepHer - pecypcis
JIONOMarainTh peasii3yBaTH 0COOOBO-OpIEHTOBAHMI MiaXia y HaBuawHi, 3abe3neuyroTh
iHaMBinyanizauiro i Audepeniiaiio HaBYallHg 3 ypaxyBaHHAM 3AiOHOCTEH miTed, 1X
piBH# 3HaH5b [5].

[MpoektHa dopma pobOTH € OMHIEI 3 aKTyalbHMX TEXHONOTIH, 110 J03BONSIOTH
YUHEBi 3acTOCYBAaTH HAKOIMYCHHA 3HaHL 3 UpPeAMCTY. YuHi pPO3WMPIOIOThL CBIM
Kpyrosip, KOpJOHH BOJIOAIHHS MOBOIO, OTPUMYIOYM AOCBIN Bill NMPaKTHYHOrO HOIO
BMKOPUCTaHHSA, BYATLCA CITyXaTH iHO3EMHY MOBY i YyTH. PO3yMiTH OAMH OJHOrO MpH
3axucii npoektiB. JliTW MpaioloTh 3 ROBIIKOBOIO JIITEPaTypolo, CIOBHHUKAMH,
KOMN'IOTEPOM, THM CaMHUM CTBOPIOETHCA MOXJIMBICIB MPAMOrO  KOHTAaKTy 3
ABTEHTHYHOK MOBOK), YOTO HE A€ BUBUCHHA MOBHM JIMUIE 32 JIOTIOMOrOK HiLpy4HUKa
na ypoui B knaci [5].

BUKOPUCTaHHA KOMM'IOTEPHMX TEXHONOr# y BHUKNagaHHi aHrmificbkoi MOBH
N03BOJIAE BimiATY BiA TpaaMiiiHUX GopM HaBUaHHA # MIABUWUMTH iH}IMBinyaﬂizauilO
HaBuanbHOI [iANBHOCTI YYHIB, ONTHMIi3yBaTH 3aCBOCHHS MOBHUX CTpPyKTyp T2
rpaMaTHYiMX MPaBWi, a TaKoX MOIONATH MOHOTOHHICTh 3aHATTA OpH opmysanH!
MOBJIEHHEBOI TA KOMYHIKAaTHBHOT KOMIIETEHIli] YUHIB pM HaB4aHHI aHrnilickkoi MOBH
[2].

BUKOpMCTAHHA T4KMX IHHOBAUIKHMX TEXHONOTIH, fK [OjiyMHa JHCKYC!A-
naHelbHa JIMCKYCif, GOpyM. KOJOKRIyM, KPYFIMil CTi, CHMMO3iyM, AeGatu, TOK-1I0Y
{HTEPB’IOBAHHS, TEXHOJIOTIA aKBapiyMy, “MO3KOBUM nITypM”, MpoeKTHI TexHojOorll
po3spobka noptdonio, KcicH, pomboBi irpH, mpesentauii, TCXHOMOrii Momestosatid
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