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USING THE WEB FOR ACTIVE LEARNIYG

4 The classtoom: is only one place in which learning tal.es place and there
{ yre more auionomous ways of learning Developments in lechrology. increases in
emand but not in resources, and research intc: learning are all ¢hanging the face of
‘how, where and when to Jearn.
- Two factors coalesce - the unders ancing that learring s exploring and the
gbility of iechnology to provide wide spazes for exploration. In these two senses
¢ use of technology complements and extends the learner-cen cred methodology.
¢ main advantage is that learners can ccess the source mi terial in heir own
e, work through (he material &t their own pace, choosing top.es and subject
areas to match their own interests and do wl this without ne cssarily having to
interact with a teachier. In other words, lcamess are in contro! of theit learning and
| have increased choice.
. The Internet is a tremendous cducational resource. It prasents educators
[ and feamers with excelient opportunities, but the resources alone are not enoagh.
s To get students o use the Web productively. teachers are going 1o have to
play an active role. They might requite that students “stidy” specifi: Web
tesources or they might require students 1o use the Web to catazr resources o
| generate a product (for example, a paper on 2 specific topic). Thes: approaches
“may provide an incremental advantage vver existing practicss in that students
| have access to many more resources id can access these resources more
Cefficiently thau is presently the case, but they do not offer = trensformational
| advantage (Grabe. Grabe, 1998). Stud:nt experiences would still emphasize
| Similar classroom activities and the same cognitive skills. even withcut the
Internet. The transformational advantage of Internet activitics vould he realized if
| students were engaged in different learning activities emphasizing cognitiv: skills
that have some unique value. These skills might be unique 11 emphasizing new
areas, such as information literacy. or in finding ways to effe tively target skills
that have always been valued, but that are difficult 1o davelop in some content
areas, such as critical thinking and problen soiving.

Here ‘s somewhat different way t think about hew yoo might wan to use
Web resources. Consider how Web access roight contribute te an active L:aming
environment. The Weo can provide factuz | enswers 1o simple «bjzctve quosiions,
but i can also provide information that sudents can use i tving o resclve
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in the iwestigaion of complex problens is a good way 1o integrate (h Mees
= / chatv € us

compier prodlems «nd questions with no definitive answers. Us ng Web

technology into ne:siv any content are;, and a way to -ake on challeng .
: 58 1hyy

. ' 1 ‘o e
knowiecge and s«ills in ways that are authentic te the disc plin: provide v, Use
de Valugp,

opp wiu nies for ass sssieent.

"

students can aitact collaboratively. Giving siudents the opportunitics
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