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WAYS TO PROTECT YOUR IDEAS
T.V. Pochatko, Sumy State University

Nowadays the protection of intellectual property is very
important in our society. Several forms of legal protection are
available for your creations. Which you should use depends on what
you have created.

Copyrights protect the creators of literary, dramatic, musical,
artistic, and other intellectual works. Any printed, filmed, or recorded
material can be copyrighted. The copyright gives its owner the
exclusive right to reproduce (“copy"), sell, or adapt the work he or
she has created. Copyright law covers reproduction by photocopying,
videotape, and magnetic storage.

In the USA the Copyright Office, Library of Congress, will
Issue a copyright to the creator or to someone the creator has granted
the right to reproduce the work. (A book, for example, may be
copyrighted by the author or the publisher.) Copyrights issued after
1977 are valid for the lifetime of the creator plus 50 years.
Copyrights issued prior to 1977 are good for 75 years.

Technically, copyright protection exists from the moment you
create the material. When you distribute a work, place a notice on
copies that includes the term "copyright” or an abbreviation, the
name of the author and the year of publication — for example,
"Copyright 1986 Jane Doe". Works can be registered with the
Copyright Office for $10.

A trademark is any word, name, symbol, or device used to
distinguish the product of one manufacturer from those made by
others. A service mark is the same thing for services. McDonald's
golden arches are one of the most visible of modern trademarks.
Brand names can also be registered as trademarks. Examples are
Polaroid, and Chevrolet.

If property registered and renewed every 20 vyears, a
trademark generally belongs to its owner forever. Among the
exceptions are popular brand names that have become generic terms,
meaning that they describe a whole class of products. A brand-name
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trademark can become a generic term if the trademark has been
allowed to expire.

It is a good idea to have a patent attorney do a "clearance
search” before you begin using a mark to be sure it isn't already in
use. There's filing fee of $175 for registration with the Patent and
Trademark Office. Registration protects your mark for 20 years, and
you may renew every 20 years.

A patent protects the invention or discovery of a new and
useful process, an article of manufacture, a machine, a chemical
substance, or an improvement on any of these. Issued by the U.S.
Patent Office, a patent grants the owner the right to exclude others
from making, using, or selling the invention for 17 years. After that
time, the patent becomes available for common use. On the other
hand, patent law guarantees the originator the right to use the
discovery exclusively for a relatively long period of time, thus
encouraging people to devise new machines, gadgets, and processes.
On the other hand, it also ensures that rights to the new item will be
released eventually. Other enterprises may be able to make use of it
more creatively than its originator.
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