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3Ha4YeHHsAM Ha3B skocteil (der Reichtum, die Schonheit, die Liange) a6o
Hocis i€l sxocti (der Reiche, der Junge, der Reisende, der Bekannte).
VYTBOpeHi X BiJ IMEHHHKIB MPUKMETHHKH CIYTyIOTh AJsl MO3HAYCHHS
SKOCTed, moximuux Bix 1poro mpeamery (blutig, silbern, stadtisch) [1, c.
263].

baraTouncenbHICTh MiaJeKTiB y cepeaHhOBEPXHbOHIMEIILKHH TePioj
BIUIMBAE Ha (YHKIIOHYBaHHS HIMENbKOI MOBH LBOTO TIE€pioAy B
KOMYHIKaTHBHOMY actiekTi. CmiJl miAKpecIuTr, mo SK MOXiJHA JEKCHKa,
Tak 1 CIOBOTBOpYI 3acO0M IO BUKOPHUCTOBYBAIHCS JJISi YTBOPEHHS ITiET
JIEKCUKH, HOCWIM HajianekTHui xapaktep. Cmabo MposBIs€eTbHCA
TepuTopianbHa AudepeHiania i cepen crapux cydikcadbHUX MOJEINeH.
BuxopuctaHHS CHHOHIMIYHUX CIIOBOTBIpHUX MOZEJEH JHIlle B HE3HAUHIN
Mipi Oy710 0OYMOBJICHO 3QJICXKHICTIO BiJ| JIaJIGKTHOTO apeaiy, OCKUIBKH Y
HBOMY BijoOpakajiacsi TUIIOBA JUISI MOJIOJUX MUCEMHHUX MOB BiJICYTHICTh
CTiliKOCTi C(hOPMOBAHOTO Y3YCYy.
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“THE GIFT” FOR AGES: IRREGULAR VERBS

Korotun A G., student PR-51
Academic Supervisor — I. Kobyakova,
PhD in Philology, professor
Department of Germanic Philology

There is a plenty of irregular verbs to be memorized in order to
master a foreign language at high level. The irregular verbs are the
nightmare of students and adults learning foreign languages.

Such issues are raised very often. Indeed, just look at the English
verb to be. Its shape so different from the infinitive (is, are, been, was) that
it is absolutely unclear how this could occur. And this is only the most
common verb.
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What does the term “irregular verb” mean? Irregular verb is a verb
the conjugation paradigm of which deviates from the typical paradigms of
the language [1].

The English language has a great number of irregular verbs. There
are about 650 of irregular verbs, and only 200 of them are in constant use,
in active vocabulary. In most cases, the irregularity concerns past tense and
participle 1I.

Actually, such verbs exist in other Germanic and Romanic
languages: in German (about two hundred irregular verbs), Italian (there are
actually over four hundred verbs), French (81 wrong verbs), Spanish (46
irregular verbs). But in Latin, the ancestor of those languages, there are
more than a thousand.

But not only we, the conquerors of foreign languages, complain
about these horrible verbs. Native speakers also suffer from them. And
everyone wonders again — where do they come from, these irregular verbs,
and who made them so wrong? Scientists from Oxford University decided
to investigate this question that plagues so many people and eventually
lifted the veil of secrecy.

It turns out that the irregular verbs are the traces of the historical
past, preserved in the structure of language. For example, in English these
verbs are echoes of the old English language, i.e. most English irregular
verbs are native, derived from verbs that existed in Old English. In
particular, many such verbs derive from Germanic strong verbs, which
make many of their inflected forms through vowel gradation, for example
sing—sang-sung [2].

The language of Great Britain in VI-XI centuries was very different
from the usual modern English: from our, modern, point of view, all the
verbs were irregular because the verbs had 7 classes (5 of them are
borrowed from Latin, 2 are Old English classes) and each of these classes
has its own conjugation paradigm. But then the area was inhabited by the
settled descendants of the Germanic invaders and the Celts and the
descendants of mixed marriages of three of these peoples [3]. In XI
century, in 1066, William the Conqueror invaded in England and imposed
upon the inhabitants his native Norman dialect in some ways similar to the
French language. Most of the residents began to speak this much easier
language. Due to the Normans and their intervention of English, the
language of Britons held a course for the simplification of its grammar (for
example, two variants are possible: learnt, learned; burnt, burned). But the
nobles still continued to use the words of Old English, thus preserving the
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forms of the verbs that we now call “wrong”. Therefore, the main part of
the verbs of the Old English period either has sunk into oblivion or has
greatly simplified, and the small but very tricky part left and began to call
“irregular / wrong verbs”.

Here are some tips how to learn this horrible list of 200 verbs:

= Always learn irregular verbs with their translation

= Unite similar verbs in groups: despite the fact that irregular verbs
are unpredictable, you may find some similar forms, e.g. blow-blew-blown,
grow-grew-grown, know-knew-known or series of immutable verbs such as
cut-cut-cut, set-set-set, put-put-put.

= Make up stories with the pronoun of the first person singular (1): it
is a powerful tool to enhance irregular verbs

= Pay attention to the irregular verbs while reading: when you read
articles, books, or even newspapers, fix your eyes on irregular verbs.

Most irregular verbs exist as remnants of historical conjugation
systems. When some grammatical rule became changed or disused, some
verbs kept to the old pattern. The force of analogy tends to reduce the
number of irregular verbs over time.
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JIECJIOBA TABHBOAHIJIIMCBKOI MOBH

Cuzonenko M., cmyd. epynu IIP 51

Ictopist Aurmilficekoi MOBM TouMHaeThess 3 410 poky 10 H.e., IO

O3HaMEeHYBaBCs KiHIeM icHyBaHHs PuMcbkoi immepii. [lpouec popmyBanns

cy4JacHOi aHTJiHChKOi MOBHM OyB HaA3BHUYailHO cneun(idHUM i BKIIOYaB

erann QopmyBaHHs abeTku, (oHETHKH, Mopdosorii 1 3BUYANHO XK
rpamatuku [1, C. 12].

LikaBuMm € mponec GopMyBaHHS Ji€CTIB CTapOAHIIIIHCHKOI MOBU Ta

ix ocobmuBOCTI. B naBHBOAHIIMINMCHKIA MOBI iCHYBano TpH MOPQOJIOTIYHI

TpyNy JI€CTIB: CWIIbHI, clabKi, Ta mperepito —Tpe3eHTHi. [ojoBHa iX
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