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GHOST VILLAGE IN UKRAINE: 
THE PROBLEM AND THOUGHTS FOR SOLUTION 

 
Samuel Chayen  

Sumy State University, Sumy 
Ukraine 

 
Since the dissolving of the USSR and the declaration of Ukraine’s 

independence in 1991, many of Ukraine’s villages have been deserted by 

their residents.  641 rural settlements have disappeared from the map of 

Ukraine, of which 40 were towns and 601 were villages. Most villages 

were abandoned in the Kyiv region, Poltava and Zhitomir.  

When analysing the general demographics of Ukraine during the years 

1990 to 2017, we found a significant decrease in the size of the population - 

the total population decreased from 51838.5 to 42584.5, that is a decrease 

of 17.8%.  

The decrease in agrarian population in those years was from 16969.3 

in the year 1990 to 13102.2 in the year 2017. This decrease is by 22.7%. 

When we compare this extreme decrease to the decrease from the urban 

area, we find that the decrease in the urban area was much less.  

There are many reasons for the decrease in rural population and the 

creation of the “Ghost Villages” phenomena. According to the “Single and 

Comprehensive Strategy and Action Plan for Agriculture and Rural 

Development in Ukraine for 2015-2020”, published by the Ministry of 

Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine, “today, rural areas are in a difficult 

condition: unemployment and poverty are widespread; logistical and social 

infrastructures (social services systems, health, culture, kindergartens etc.) 

are in a bad state; human capital (education levels etc.) is not developing 

well; and the situation with respect to natural resources and the 

environment keeps deteriorating. … All of these factors cause the migration 

- especially of young people -to cities. Due to the out-migration of rural 

residents, the number of rural residents fell by 1.7 million from 2001 to 

2013.”  

It is important to note that even though there has been an extreme loss 

in agrarian life, in general, agriculture has been developing in Ukraine in 

the last years. In addition, one third of world’s stock of the most fertile 

black soils, coupled with favourable temperatures and precipitation 
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regimes, are highly favourable for the production of crops, livestock and 

biomass for energy use.  

However, despite this, agricultural productivity in Ukraine lags far 

behind by comparison with other countries, and the phenomena of Ghost 

Villages are one of the main symptoms of this situation. There is no doubt 

that a “toolbox” of sustainable tools should be developed for re-inhabitation 

of the Ghost Villages.   

In a globalizing world it is suggested to learn from the experience of 

other countries, such as Israel, and imply innovative and new agro-

technologies in Ukrainian farming. It is also suggested to imply a 

methodology of “Smart-Cities” to the renewing of Ghost Villages, for 

example Microgrids that will be fed by Solar and Bio-energy. It is also 

important to renew the education, health and transport in a sustainable way 

in order to attract once again the young generation to live an agrarian life in 

Ukraine.   

We mention here the opposite case of Israel, which is an over-

populated country with a very successful agrarian sector. The most famous 

agricultural settlements in Israel, the Kibbutzim, may serve as an example 

for sustainable socio-economic life in a sustainable environment. However, 

one of the main economic problems of Israel is the lack of housing for the 

younger generation.  

It is suggested here that groups of young Israelis who will train for 

setting up agricultural settlements will emigrate for a few years to Ukraine 

in order to assist in renewing the Ghost Villages in a sustainable manner. In 

this way the Ghost Villages will become once again agricultural producing 

units and will also enable having a real-time living lab for sustainable 

methodologies as well as new agro-technologies.   This should be a joint 

venture of Israel and Ukraine which will benefit the agro-technological 

future of both countries, taking into account the joint need of these 

countries in promoting agro-tech.  

 
References: 

1. http://www.ukrcensus.gov.ua/eng/help/help_bd.php  

2. Single and Comprehensive Strategy and Action Plan for Agriculture and Rural 

Development in Ukraine for 2015-2020. Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of 
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http://minagro.gov.ua/en/system/files/Single%20and%20Comprehensive%20Strategy%20and%20Action%20Plan%20for%20agriculture%20and%20rural%20development%202015-2020.pdf
http://minagro.gov.ua/en/system/files/Single%20and%20Comprehensive%20Strategy%20and%20Action%20Plan%20for%20agriculture%20and%20rural%20development%202015-2020.pdf
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. 2016חיפה, ישראל מוסד שמואל נאמן,  2016   
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МЕХАНІЗМ ФІНАНСУВАННЯ ЕНЕРГОЕФЕКТИВНИХ 
ПРОЕКТІВ  

 
Олена Чигрин, Яна Ус 

Сумський державний університет, Суми 
Україна 

 
У наш час необхідним є зменшення обсягів споживання 

традиційних паливно-енергетичних ресурсів, що обумовлено, перш за 

все, обмеженістю паливно-енергетичних ресурсів, залежністю від 

інших країн та постійним підвищенням тарифів на комунальні 

послуги. Питання підвищення ефективності використання 

енергоресурсів в регіонах України стає одним з пріоритетних завдань 

для органів державної влади. Зменшення обсягів використання 

енергоресурсів розглядається як шлях до скорочення фінансових 

витрат на закупівлю енергоресурсів і відповідно збільшення обсягу 

доходів місцевих бюджетів. 

Варто зазначити, що закордонна практика має значний досвід 

фінансування енергоефективних проектів (ЕЕП). Так, аналіз 

енергоефективних програм показав, що існують чотири головні типи 

енергоефективних програм для населення з низькими доходами [1]: 

- надзвичайні програми допомоги, які надають фінансову 

допомогу постраждалим у наслідок надзвичайних ситуацій, таких як 

відключення енергопостачання; 

- програми допомоги по сплаті рахунків, спрямовані на надання 

допомоги споживачам з низькими доходами постійно оплачувати свої 

рахунки за споживання енергії;  
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