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GHOST VILLAGE IN UKRAINE:
THE PROBLEM AND THOUGHTS FOR SOLUTION

Samuel Chayen
Sumy State University, Sumy
Ukraine

Since the dissolving of the USSR and the declaration of Ukraine’s
independence in 1991, many of Ukraine’s villages have been deserted by
their residents. 641 rural settlements have disappeared from the map of
Ukraine, of which 40 were towns and 601 were villages. Most villages
were abandoned in the Kyiv region, Poltava and Zhitomir.

When analysing the general demographics of Ukraine during the years
1990 to 2017, we found a significant decrease in the size of the population -
the total population decreased from 51838.5 to 42584.5, that is a decrease
of 17.8%.

The decrease in agrarian population in those years was from 16969.3
in the year 1990 to 13102.2 in the year 2017. This decrease is by 22.7%.
When we compare this extreme decrease to the decrease from the urban
area, we find that the decrease in the urban area was much less.

There are many reasons for the decrease in rural population and the
creation of the “Ghost Villages” phenomena. According to the “Single and
Comprehensive Strategy and Action Plan for Agriculture and Rural
Development in Ukraine for 2015-2020”, published by the Ministry of
Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine, “today, rural areas are in a difficult
condition: unemployment and poverty are widespread; logistical and social
infrastructures (social services systems, health, culture, kindergartens etc.)
are in a bad state; human capital (education levels etc.) is not developing
well; and the situation with respect to natural resources and the
environment keeps deteriorating. ... All of these factors cause the migration
- especially of young people -to cities. Due to the out-migration of rural
residents, the number of rural residents fell by 1.7 million from 2001 to
2013.”

It is important to note that even though there has been an extreme loss
in agrarian life, in general, agriculture has been developing in Ukraine in
the last years. In addition, one third of world’s stock of the most fertile
black soils, coupled with favourable temperatures and precipitation
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regimes, are highly favourable for the production of crops, livestock and
biomass for energy use.

However, despite this, agricultural productivity in Ukraine lags far
behind by comparison with other countries, and the phenomena of Ghost
Villages are one of the main symptoms of this situation. There is no doubt
that a “toolbox” of sustainable tools should be developed for re-inhabitation
of the Ghost Villages.

In a globalizing world it is suggested to learn from the experience of
other countries, such as Israel, and imply innovative and new agro-
technologies in Ukrainian farming. It is also suggested to imply a
methodology of “Smart-Cities” to the renewing of Ghost Villages, for
example Microgrids that will be fed by Solar and Bio-energy. It is also
important to renew the education, health and transport in a sustainable way
in order to attract once again the young generation to live an agrarian life in
Ukraine.

We mention here the opposite case of lIsrael, which is an over-
populated country with a very successful agrarian sector. The most famous
agricultural settlements in Israel, the Kibbutzim, may serve as an example
for sustainable socio-economic life in a sustainable environment. However,
one of the main economic problems of Israel is the lack of housing for the
younger generation.

It is suggested here that groups of young Israelis who will train for
setting up agricultural settlements will emigrate for a few years to Ukraine
in order to assist in renewing the Ghost Villages in a sustainable manner. In
this way the Ghost Villages will become once again agricultural producing
units and will also enable having a real-time living lab for sustainable
methodologies as well as new agro-technologies. This should be a joint
venture of Israel and Ukraine which will benefit the agro-technological
future of both countries, taking into account the joint need of these
countries in promoting agro-tech.
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MEXAHI3M ©IHAHCYBAHHSI EHEPTOE®PEKTHBHHX
ITPOEKTIB

Onena 9uzpun, Ana Yc
Cymcokuli depxxasHuill yHisgepcumem, Cymu
YKrpaina

Y Ham vac HeOOXiZHMM € 3MEHIUCHHA OOCSTiB CIIOKUBaHHS
TPaJUIiHHUX MATUBHO-CHEPTeTHYHHUX PECypCiB, 0 00YMOBJICHO, MEpI 3a
BCE, OOMEKEHICTIO MalINBHO-CHEPTETHYHHX PECypCiB, 3aJEKHICTIO BiJl
IHIUX KpaiH Ta TIOCTIHHMM MiJBHUIEHHSIM Tapu(iB Ha KOMYHaJbHI
nociyrd.  IlutaHHs — mWiOBUIMIEHHS ~— €()EKTHBHOCTI  BHKOPHCTaHHS
EHEPropecypciB B perioHax YKpaiHU CTa€ OJHUM 3 MPIOPUTETHUX 3aBllaHb
JUISL OpraHiB JepkaBHOI BiIaaAM. 3MEHIICHHS OOCSTiB BHKOPHCTaHHS
SHEepropecypciB po3rIAgacTbesi SK HUIIX J0 CKOPOYCHHS (HiHAHCOBHX
BUTpaAT Ha 3aKYMIBIIO €HEPrOpPecypciB i BiJINOBIIHO 301MbIIEHHS 00CATY
JIOXO/IIB MICIIEBUX OIOIKETIB.

Bapro 3asHaunTH, Mo 3aKOpJOHHA MpPaKTUKa Mae 3HAYHUN JIOCBiX
¢dinancyBanHs  eHeproedekTuBHuX npoektiB  (EEIT). Tak, anami3
eHeproeeKTHBHUX MpPOrpaM IO0Ka3aB, 0 ICHYIOTh YOTHPH TOJIOBHI THITH
SHeproe()eKTUBHUX MPOrpaM JIIsl HACEJICHHS 3 HU3bKUMU JToXoaamH [1]:

- HaI3BUYalHI IporpaMy JOMOMOIH, SKI HaJaloTh (iHAHCOBY
JIOTIOMOTY TIOCTPXKIAJIMM y HACHTIJIOK HaJ3BUYalHUX CHUTYallil, TAKHX SIK
BiJIKJTIOUEHHS] €HEPrornoCcTauaHHs;

- TporpaMu AONOMOTH MO CIUIaTi PaXxyHKiB, CIPSIMOBaHI Ha HaJaHHS
JIOTIOMOT Y CIIO’KMBayaM 3 HU3bKUMHU JJOXOJIAMH MOCTIHHO OIIadyBaTH CBOT
PaxyHKH 32 CIIOKMBAaHHS CHEPTii;
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