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The article considers the issues of morphemic representation of quantity concept 

in genealogically akin and distant languages. Quantitative morphemes are viewed as 
constituents of the lexico-semantic field of indefinite quantity made of two 
microfields: that of multiplicity and evaluation of the indefinite quantity. Under 
analysis fall convergences and divergences in the way, different classes of 
morphemes of different word classes render quantitative meanings. 

Keywords: indefinite quantity, semantics, morpheme, formant, word building. 
 

-
-
, 

. 
 

 -

-

 
 -

 
  

 -
 

-  



51 

-

-
-
-
-

-  

 

 .  
-

much::little, many::few, 
viel::wenig, -

many particle, fewness, much
branched, little channel; . vielversprechend, Wenigverdiener. -

-
-

  
-

  
 

    
  low-speed niedertourig 

  low-waste abfallarm 
  inexperienced unerfahren 
  underdeveloped unterentwickelt 

  [poorly, slightly] 
soluble 

schwach  

  small kleinformatig 
 

-
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- -
 

-

-
-

-

 
- -

, , -
-

super-, extra-, omni-, poly-, mini-, under-/unter- - -, 
- - - -

polysemy, ultraviolet, to superimpose Makro-
kosmos, extravagant, unterbewerten; 

 
.  

de-, dis-, re- -

 

to descend (to move to a lower level, pitch, etc.; fall), to 
disperse (to distribute or spread over a wide area), to rewrite (to write 
again), to relieve (to cause to become less severe or serious). 

-

multi- - - poly-
- - 

multiplicity, multicolour, . Polyglotte, 
polytechnisch, . -
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-
omni- pan  / panto-

omniparity, omni-bus panacea  
Omnipotenz, Pantomime Pan-

Germanistik

miniature (a 
reduced image; a representation on a small scale  (zu 
gering  

  
 

Over-, all-, under- (under-
statement, all American, to overexaggerate ber-, all-, unter- 
( - - - - 
( ); 

- - - - ( ). 
-

 

-
-

ge  -
-

Getreide/Gerede /Gebirge grain/ talk (gossip) / range of mountains; 
    )   . 

-
-

-
-let, -ie, -y, -

ing (suckling, leaflet, cookie, blacky  -chen, -lein, -i 
(Bruder  , Brud -ling,  -el (Dichterling, 
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). 
- - - , - - -  ; 

. 
-ish/-y  -lich/-i, 
- -/- -, 

palish, greeny  
, guti ; .   
      

 ,     -
 ,     -ery, -age, -hood, -

dom, -kind, -tum, : machinery (machines collectively), pewage 
(the pews in a church, collectively), womanhood / womankind (women 
collectively), kingdom (an organized community having a king as its 
head), pinetum (a plantation or collection of pine-trees of various species). 

-
-heit, -schaft 

 -tum. 

j

), - - ),   - - 
), - - 

), - - ), - -  
), - -  , 

,  

-le -er
- - 

- - to 
dazzle, to twinkle, to waver, to titter

 

klappern, 
plappern, brabbeln, klirren, rasseln

to chatter, to twitter, to babble, to 
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giggle  
 

-

 hundreds, 
better/ the best, is reading, themselves die s, die en 
B cher, spielend,  

-
-

alle schwarzen 
   

 . 
-
-

 

greener, largest , schlimmste
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