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 INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AND THE COVID-19 

PANDEMIC: LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Veronika Barvinok, PhD student,  

Sumy State University, Ukraine 

Anna Vorontsova, PhD (in Finance),  

 Sumy State University, Ukraine 

Julia Sergienko, student, 

Sumy State University, Ukraine 
 

Ukraine has been for a long time a country that actively provides labor force 

at international labor market with migrants, mainly skilled workers, due to the 

various economic, political and social reasons (for instance, high share of 

unemployment and poverty, low level of salaries and social government support, 

military action in eastern Ukraine etc). That's why when it appeared a new global 

threat such as the COVID-19 the usual migration processes have undergone 

significant changes. 

This work is devoted to the study of scientific sources on the connection 

between international migration and the COVID-19 pandemic. For the study, 

statistical data from 2019 to 2020 will be used, depending on the availability of 

relevant reports and data from official sources. 

According to the World Health Organization, the Coronavirus disease 

(SARS-2 or as it is commonly called “COVID-19”) is an infectious illness caused 

by a discovered in December 2019 coronavirus, which was found in China. The 

Coronavirus pandemic rapidly affected Chinese neighbored countries, then the 

United States and European countries. Statistically, on November 21, 2020, there are 

53.7 million confirmed COVID-19 cases and the highest number of announced cases 

are the United States, India, Italy, France, and Brazil [2].  

Despite the fact of the COVID-19 is a new worldwide treatment, there is a 

lot of publications about this topic, including investigations of the effect on 

migration and migration flow. The one of the most quoted article on the topic of 

migration and the coronavirus on Scopus database is the work of Chakraborty I., 

Maity Pr. The authors pointed out that the COVID-19 pandemic has seriously 

demobilized the global economy, therefore the states of countries is facing the threat 

of high inflation and rising unemployment as a result of level of fallen production 

level, many international business transportation is suspended or canceled, only in 

the tourism sector, including tourism migration, the volume of production decreased 

to 50-70%. Plus, excessive costs for treatment and rehabilitation of victims of 

COVID-19 and their families will negatively affect the country's budget. [1]. 

In the background of reports of the international organizations, Gamlen A. 

refers that the IMF expects a sharp drop similar to that of the Great Depression in 
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the United States, moreover, predicts a global economic recession of 3% in 2020. At 

the same time, the EU predicts the worst global depression in history [3]. 

Moreover, Gamlen A. also mentioned such a resource as the journal 

“Economist”, in which the topic of changing at the international labor market were 

discussed. The labor market led to work-related mobility and accelerates trends such 

as remote jobs. As an argument, it was mentioned that there was a spread of 

videoconference programs, such as Zoom, Microsoft Team etc. from March till May 

2020. The author concluded that the number of people crossing borders, especially 

on a permanent and long-term basis, will decline faster before they return to their 

previous statistics [3]. 

The interesting approach of making research offered Kanu I.A. In the 

article, the author examines the issue of migration in Africa and health, through the 

Sustainable Development Goals. The study provides a discussion of further actions, 

namely: the government should tighten precautions and take into account their 

impact on migrants [4]. 

In the next paper developed a model of migration and travel from China. 

The results of article of Yüceşahin M., Sirkeci I. showed a positive trend in 

predicting the spread of the outbreak virus worldwide in the case of interaction. 

Additionally, it was stressed that there are varied ways to overcome the COVID-19 

problem around the world depend on the country [8]. 

The vice versa examination provided by Lei Che, Haifeng Du, and Kam 

Wing Chan research about the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the migrants` 

employment in China.  In the paper, described the similarity between the current 

pandemic crisis and two previous crises for migrant workers – the 2003 SARS 

pandemic, which led to strict lockdowns, and the global financial crisis in 2008-

2009, which took a million jobs positions. Data of research informed that at least 

30–50 million migrants lost jobs in March 2020. In general, the results demonstrate 

a strongly negative impact of pandemic crises on migrants, especially in the rural 

sector [5].  

The situation in Ukraine is no exception. The pandemic in this country 

began in the spring of 2020 and it immediately affected labor migrants from Ukraine. 

Moreover, in the case of Ukraine, the situation is triggered by the cyclical trend of 

Ukrainian emigration, which leads to the faster spread of the virus. Starting from 

March 2020, EU members approved a temporary restriction on non-compulsory 

movement, including for seasonal workers in agriculture, which led to a shortage of 

personnel in those recipient countries. Already during the adaptive quarantine in 

May 2020, the checkpoints on the border with the EU and Moldova were resumed, 

and already in June 2020, the borders with Russia and Belarus [7]. 

During January-October 2020, the total number of persons who crossed the 

border of Ukraine decreased in three times (23,824 million persons) in compare to 

the same period last year (72,546 million persons) [6]. This data ague that there is 
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negative tendency between migration flow and the COVID-19, because of closed 

border with other countries. 

The literature review demonstrates that there are a lot of researcher's papers 

and international organization reports that analyzed international migration flow in 

the context of COVID-19 pandemic. Most of them confirmed the negative influence, 

such as demobilized global economy and it recession in the terms of high inflation, 

rising unemployment, fallen production level, and decreasing of tourism. On the 

other hand, some of them see some positive trends as spread of work-related mobility 

and transition to remote jobs. In conclusion, we note that at this time it is important 

to take the right actions of the government, minimizing the negative consequences 

and supporting migrants 
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