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LEGAL EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: CHALLENGES
OF MARTIAL LAW

Zavhorodnia V. M.
PhD in Law, Associated Professor
Sumy State University

Sustainable development is a way of balanced social development
according to which humanity will be able to exist in the long run. It aims to
achieve social and economic justice, preserve the environment and restore
used natural resources. The essence of sustainable development is to
identify viable schemes that consider and balance the economic, social, and
environmental aspects of human activity. We must be prepared for the
future and try to make it as favorable as possible. When making decisions,
communities, companies, and citizens must have short- and long-term
perspectives in mind, not in any area, but a set of economic, social,
environmental, and other aspects.
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The concept of sustainable development is essential for contemporary
legal education. On the one hand, there is an urgent need to contribute to
the quality training of future professionals majoring in law. On the other
hand, the courses like Environmental Law or International Environmental
Law have direct relevance to sustainable development. It is Environmental
Law at the national and international level that is called upon to provide
legal mechanisms for balancing the economic and environmental interests
of society and the international community as a whole.

The implementation of SDGs is carried out within the framework of the
law and legal regulation. Under International Law, States undertake
commitments to achieve some indicators, strengthening partnership,
cooperation, and mutual support. National laws determine the parameters
of implementation of SDGs at the level of the country, territorial
communities, individual enterprises, or organizations. Like other UN
member states, Ukraine has joined the global process of sustainable
development. During 2016-2017, a large-scale and comprehensive method
of adapting the SDGs to the Ukrainian context continued [1]. National
targets and indicators for monitoring the achievement of targets are
reflected in the national baseline report ‘Sustainable Development Goals:
Ukraine’ [2]. In 2016, Ukraine ratified the Paris Agreement [3] and at the
end of July 2021, the Government of Ukraine approved the Renewed
National Contribution (RNC) of Ukraine to the Paris Agreement (SDG 13).
The Updated RNC of Ukraine to the Paris Agreement stipulates that by
2030, greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions should not exceed 35% of their
level in 1990, or that by 2030, GHG emissions should fall by 65% of their
level in 1990. Ukraine has set the goal of becoming climate-neutral not later
than 2060 [4; 5].

Thus, lawmaking and law enforcement must be oriented toward
sustainable development. A clear understanding of the SDGs, the ability to
their legal interpretation, and skills of value-based legal reasoning are an
essential competitive advantage for the lawyer and a guarantee of the rule
of law and adequate protection of human rights.

Therefore, striving to improve curricula, clarify learning objectives
and competencies, and implement ESD teaching methods with a focus on
sustainable development is vital for university teachers.

Since all of the Sustainable Development Goals are very closely related
and intertwined, it isn't effortless to identify those on which legal education
should focus more. As for anyone in Ukraine today, Goals 16 and 17 seem
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the most important. Peace is the most significant value for a country that is
at war. It is evident that if Ukraine had achieved the rule of law, justice, and
institutional stability (SDG 16) since its independence, Russian aggression
would have been avoided or at least Ukrainians would be better prepared
for it. The partnership of democratic nations (SDG 17) is what helps us
survive today, preserve our identity and hope for the future, and for
sustainable development to be, in principle, achievable for Ukraine.

Ensuring gender equality (SDG 5) is also a challenge for Ukraine.
Achieving gender parity in government and public administration remains
an urgent task, despite the achievements and changes at the legislative and
institutional levels. The gap in the average wage between men and women
(about 30%) is another manifestation of gender inequality.

Teaching Environmental and International Environmental Law is
focusing on legal frameworks for protecting biodiversity (SDGs 14-15), the
human right to clean water and sanitation (SDG 6). Due to hostilities, access
to clean drinking water and sanitation has become much more difficult in
Ukraine. According to UNICEF 1.4 million people without running water
across war-affected eastern Ukraine and damages to the water network
and power cuts left an additional 4.6 million people across Ukraine without
adequate access to safe water [6]. The solution to this problem to date has
not been found, and many others like it. The Russian invasion is destroying
Ukraine's renewable energy potential (SDG 7). Most of Ukraine's wind and
solar power plants are also in the South, in war zones. We can say that
Ukraine is fulfilling its obligations under Glasgow 26 by reducing its
greenhouse gas emissions (SDG 13). But this is happening at the expense of
destroying many industrial enterprises, such as 'Azovstal' in Mariupol or
'Azot' in Siverodonetsk, rather than by switching to new green
technologies.

All of these challenges can and must find their answers. These are tasks
for professionals in various fields, including lawyers. The future for Ukraine
looks unpredictable. And the most critical challenge for me is the need to
prepare my students for a lot that I don't know what it will look like. We
don't know when and how the war will end; what territories will be under
the sovereignty of Ukraine; what will happen with my city directly next to
the Russian border; what specific legal regulations will be adopted, or how
the food crisis will progress, what economic and political problems Ukraine
will face, etc. But the only way is teaching the principles and values of
sustainable development as a guideline that must be upheld in any case.
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It is very important to show students that even legitimate judicial
decisions are not always fair and consistent with the goals of sustainable
development. For example, among the cases we study under International
Environmental Law is a case from the Supreme Court of New Zealand. With
his family, the complainant left Kiribati, an island state severely affected by
climate change. He pointed out that his island home and the entire area
around it had been swallowed up by the ocean and had become
uninhabitable. And the same fate is likely to be suffered by other parts of
the country. Consequently, he was entitled to be recognized as a refugee
because of changes in Kiribati's environment caused by climatic factors.
The judges agreed that Tarawa Atoll, which the family left, is overcrowded,
suffering from unsanitary conditions, extreme storms, and a constant slow
rise in sea level. But the Court found that the family's move was their
'voluntary adaptation decision' and could not be considered coercive. The
deterioration of the environment, whether related to climate change or not,
does not create grounds for applying the 1951 Convention and granting
refugee status [7].

The problem of the status of environmental migrants has not yet found
a solution in international law. Also, international law has no precise
mechanisms to counteract wars and their destructive impact on the
humanitarian sphere, the economy, and the environment.

That is how we can see what is going wrong in the present. We can find
the directions and methods of transforming lawmaking and law
enforcement to ensure sustainable development and what changes are vital
if our future and future generations' lives are sustainable and prosperous.
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