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REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE: TRENDS AND
KEY CHALLENGES

Kashpur Sofiia, student,
luliia Myroshnychenko, Ph.D., As. Prof.
Sumy State University, Ukraine

The environmental component of economic development is based on the concept
of sustainable development, which is reflected in the guidelines of global "green
growth". In recent decades, the attention of scientists, politicians and representatives
of various institutions has increasingly focused on the transboundary level of the
environmental crisis, mainly due to global warming and biodiversity loss.
Environmental policy and economic levers of its justification are enshrined in
relevant documents expressing the policy of states and individual regions to ensure
environmental protection, in particular in the documents: 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development (UN, 2015), A European Green Deal (2020) and others.
At the same time, regional initiatives are important structural elements for planning
and implementing effective programs and projects.

Regional environmental governance is attracting increasing attention from
researchers and regional development policymakers and practitioners (2019;
Moskovicz, 2019; Kaya, 2020; Starchenko et al., 2021; Zainea et al., 2020; Greco
and Matta, 2021; Khaliqg et al., 2021; Novikov, 2021b; Dzwigol, 2020; Shkarlet et
al., 2019; Hrytsenko et al., 2021; Fila et al., 2020; Kordos, 2019; Partlova et al.,
2020; Us et al., 2020; Letunovska et al., 2020; Prudnikov and Nazarenko, 2021). As
the term "region" has different interpretations in different disciplines, the analytical
and empirical scope of research on regional environmental governance differs
significantly. We propose a consolidated definition of regional environmental
governance as "vertical and horizontal coordination of regional environmental
transformation processes outside the administrative boundaries of the state in order
to achieve sustainable development goals." Regional environmental agreements are
increasingly pointing to a certain eco-territoriality, non-state or sub-state
stakeholders increasingly complement public actors, and research is expanding
beyond purely environmental issues to cover broader concepts of sustainable
development (Balsiger et al., 2011; Bouchetara et al., 2020; Zolkover and Georgiev,
2020; Nemmiche et al., Antonyuk et al., 2021; Tiutiunyk et al., 2021; Pimonenko et
al., 2021; Pimonenko et al., 2021; Ziabina et al., 2020; Novikov, 2021a; Biewendt
et al., 2021; Niftiyev et al., 2021).

To select trends in regional environmental governance research, we have choose
the Scopus® database, which contains bibliographic information on scientific
publications in peer-reviewed journals, books and conferences. The sample of
publications was obtained by the search term “regional environmental governance”
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or “regional environmental policy” in the titles of articles, short descriptions and
keywords without a filter for fields of knowledge. In total, the initial sample was 146
publications for 1995-2021. Visualization of the conceptual network is presented in
Fig. 1. Visualization of the thematic variation of publications was carried out on the
basis of using the program VOSviewer (version 1.6.17). The thematic variation of
publications was carried out with a frequency of > 3.

Figure 1 - Clusters of research on TITLE-ABS-KEY filters "regional
environmental governance™ or "regional environmental policy" according to the
Scopus® database, 1995-2021.

The application of software has identified the following key trends: adaptive
management to new socio-environmental challenges, improving regulatory
standards for natural resources, taking into account the COVID-19 pandemic and
global warming, developing new infrastructure to reduce energy consumption and
transition to renewables, energy, plant-based diets, net-zero initiatives and water
conservation at the regional level. The main task of developing regional
environmental management is to create legal, socio-economic and political
prerequisites for sustainable development.
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