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Ko3snosceka ["'anna bopuciBHa
KaHAuAaT GQUIONOTYHUX HAYK, JOIEHT
CyMchkuil iepKaBHUI YHIBEPCUTET
INPATMATHUYHI ®YHKIII MIOBTOPIB
B IHOOPMAIIMHNUX TASETHUX TEKCTAX

CrarTs TpOJOBXKYE HU3KY IyONIKallid, NPUCBIYEHUX TEOpii TEKCTy. ABTOpKa
po3rIIsiiae mparMaTuyHi PyHKIlT TOBTOPIB B 1HPOPMAIIIHHUX Ta3eTHUX TEKCTax, a
caMe — B aHTJIOMOBHHX IOBIJOMJICHHSX Tpo moromy razeru ‘“The Washington
Times”. JlocsATHEHHIO 3a3HAYCHOT METHU MiIMOPSIKOBAHO BUPINICHHS HACTYITHHUX
KOHKPETHMX 3aBJaHb: OXAapaKTepU3yBaTH €JIEMEHTH HAJMIPHOCTI B Ta3€THHUX
CHHOINITUYHUX TEKCTaX Ta BUABUTH OCOOIMBOCTI MOBTOPY B 3a3HAYEHUX TEKCTaX.
Kpim Ttoro, anamizyroThcsi TOHSTTS 1H(OpMaIli, HaIMIPHOCTI Ta KOMIIpECIi.
[HdopmartiitHl ra3eTHi TEKCTH 3HAXOAAThCA y cdepl 0coONMMBOI yBaru JIHIBICTIB
3aB/SIKA TOCUJICHHIO Ta po3mMpeHHI0 BumBy 3MI Ta HOBUX iH(pOpMaIiiHUX
TEXHOJIOTIM Ha CyYacHE CYCHUIbCTBO. AKTYyalbHICTh pPOOOTH BU3HAYAETHCS
3pOCTaHHSM IHTEPECY O BUBYEHHS MEPEIIKOJOCTIMKUX (PAKTOpIB, MPU3HAUECHUX
Ut 3a0e3nedeHHsT ePeKTUBHOCTI Tepenayl Ta OTpUMaHHsS iH(popMallii B mporeci
razeTHoi KomyHikamii. TeopeTnyHo0 0a3010 AAHOTO MOCIIHKEHHS MOCTYXIIN
byHaaMeHTalIbHI pO3pOOKH BITYM3HSAHOI Ta 3apyODKHOI JIHTBICTUKM B Traiysi
TeOpii TEKCTy, MParMajJiHTBICTUKH, JIIHTBOCTIIIICTHKU Ta KibepHeTuku. O6’€kTOoM
JTOCIIDKEHHSI TaHOi CTaTTI € aHIJIOMOBHI Ta3eTHI MOBIJOMJICHHS MPO TMOTOMdY,
NpPEIMETOM € eJIeMEHTH HaJMIPHOCTI B aHalli30BaHMX TeKcTaX. HaaMipHICTh,

MPE/ICTAaBIICHa B aHANI30BAaHMX TEKCTAaX PI3HOPIBHEBUM IMOBTOPOM, HAJCKHUTH IO


mailto:h.kozlovska@uabs.sumdu.edu.ua
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7138-4422
https://doi.org/10.25264/2519-2558-2022-15(83)-44-46

MIparMaTUyHO BiIMIY€HUX BJIACTUBOCTEH MOBIJOMIICHHSI, OCKIJIBKU aJipecaT IparHe
HE JIMIIEe €KOHOMHO BHUKOPHCTOBYBATH JIIHTBICTUYHI 3acOOH, aje 1 rapaHTyBaTH
HaJIHHICTh Tiepenadi 1H@opmariii. [lopTop 3abe3nedye 3B’S3HICTh B Ta3eTHHUX
TeKCTax, (POKycye yBary Ha MpeAMETI MOBIJOMIICHHS, CIIPHUSE 3aram’ ITOBYBaHHIO
iHdopMmarlrii 1 11 30epexeHHI0 B JOBroTpuBaiiii mam’sti. ['azetHe iHdopmarliiine
MIOBIJIOMJICHHS TIPO TOTOAY PO3TIISAAAETHCS SK SICKPaBUH MPHUKIA] KOMIJIEKCHOTO
BUKOPUCTAaHHA TpadiuHWX Ta JIHTBICTHYHUX 3aco0iB. [lpu 1mpoMy moOBTOp Y
ra3eTHOMY TIOBIIOMJICHHI TIpO TIOTOJYy KpIM CEMaHTHYHOI XapaKTePUCTUKU

HaOyBae 111e 1 rpadgiyHoi.

Kito4oBi cnoBa: moBTop, iH(OpMaIlisi, HAAMIPHICTh, Ta3€THE MOBIAOMIICHHS PO

IOTOAY.
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Sumy State University
PRAGMATIC FUNCTIONS OF REPETITIONS
IN NEWSPAPER INFORMATIONAL TEXTS

The scientific article continues the number of researches dealing with the theory of
text. The author studies pragmatic functions of repetitions in informational
newspaper texts, namely — in newspaper weather forecast reports of “The
Washington Times”. The achievement of the goal mentioned above is subject to
the fulfilment of the following tasks: it is necessary to characterize the elements of
redundancy in newspaper weather forecast reports and to find the specific features
of repetitions in such kind of texts. Moreover, the author analyzes such notions as
‘information’, ‘redundancy’, and ‘compression’. Linguists pay much attention to
newspaper informational texts because Mass Media influence has been constantly
strengthening and expanding. Nowadays Mass Media has become one of the
greatest ‘influencers’ in the society. The topicality of the linguistic problem

mentioned above is proved by the huge interest to the noise-resistant factors that



are aimed at providing efficient transferring and obtaining information in the
process of newspaper communication. Fundamental works of Ukrainian and
foreign linguists in the fields of text theory, pragmalinguistics, cybernetics, and
stylistics have served as the basis of the scientific article. Newspaper weather
forecast reports are the object of the paper, and elements of redundancy in the
given texts are the subject of the research. Repetition provides coherence in
newspaper informational texts, focuses on the subject of report, and contributes to

automatic remembering of information and its saving in long-run memory.

Keywords: repetition, information, redundancy, newspaper weather forecast report.

In terms of linguistics, text is defined as a dynamic unit of the higher level and a
speech work that has features of cohesion, coherence, and wholeness regarding
information, structure, and communication. Linguists pay much attention to
newspaper informational texts because Mass Media influence has been constantly
strengthening and expanding.  Among the main functions of newspaper
informational text are informational, influencing or expressive, and popularizing or
disseminating ones. Many scientists think that the main function of newspaper text
is the function of influence because such kind of text aims not only to inform the
readers but also to form a certain attitude to the given information. In other words,
the function of influence has the clear sense of manipulation shade. Different
linguistic means are used for implementation of the influence function in the
newspaper informational texts. Among such kind of linguistic means, we can

highlight the elements of redundancy in their various implementations.

The article is aimed at defining the essence of redundancy elements and
researching pragmatic functions of repetitions in the newspaper informational text,
namely — in weather forecast report from “The Washington Times”. The
achievement of this goal is subject to the fulfilment of the following tasks: it is
necessary to characterize the elements of redundancy in newspaper weather

forecast reports and to find the specific features of repetitions in such kind of texts.



The topicality of the linguistic problem mentioned above is proved by the huge
interest to the noise-resistant factors that are aimed at providing efficient
transferring and obtaining information in the process of newspaper
communication. Newspaper weather forecast reports are the object of the paper,
and elements of redundancy in the given texts are the subject of the research.
Fundamental works of Ukrainian and foreign linguists in the fields of text theory
(CenuBanosa, 2002), pragmalinguistics (Corbett, 1998), cybernetics (3eman,
1966), psycholinguistics (Ipuaze, 1980) and stylistics (Apuonba, 1990; Ky3ueros,

1991; Kyxapenko, 1988) have served as the basis of the scientific article.

By redundancy, we understand multiple transfer of the same information via
different means, both implicitly and explicitly. The implicit means are used for
transferring the information either as the usual thing or as the special thing to

strengthen the information reliability.

We must not interpret redundancy elements as useless or extra ones. If a language
has no redundancy elements, it can function only in ideal conditions. Thus,
redundancy provides the work of a mechanism in unfavourable conditions.
Economy and redundancy are interdependent in the point that they have the equal
influence on the language functioning and developing. Different situations appear
to cause redundancy elements in a language, in other words — so-called safety
margin. At the same time, economy of the language elements keeps this

redundancy at a reasonable level.

There exist two points of view on redundancy in informational texts (Kypskos,
1991: 29). According to the first point of view, if two messages are equal in terms
of information transfer, the longer text is redundant and some of its elements can
be omitted without any information loss. According to the second point of view,
the text is redundant if it is not informative for the reader. We can assume that
newspaper weather forecast repots must transfer the new information to the
recipient and must have elements that are redundant as to the text itself. Here we

should take into account the variety of the plan of expression of informativeness



category. Redundancy, being among pragmatically marked features of speech, is
closely connected to the speech realization means of the basic communicative
author’s intention ([Ipumze, 1980: 93). Addresser tries to use linguistic means in an
economic way and to create optimal conditions for recipient’s perception of
information. Redundancy interacts with such extra linguistic factors as the
situation, character of communication and supplies the text with omitted elements

of the expression plan.

In information theory, there exists such notion as inner redundancy (3eman, 1966:
167) which means the experience of communication participants in this particular
sphere of communication. If a recipient has the inner redundancy, he can think out
the message by himself (Kypsikos, 1991: 32) and the process of text decoding is
quicker. Entropy serves as the measure of text redundancy and the informativeness
measure. Newspaper weather forecast reports belong to texts with the low
redundancy. Such texts are characterized with shortness and conciseness of
information presentation with the help of numbers, abbreviations, and concise

grammar structures.

Information, redundancy, and compression are interdependent. Redundancy
provides the author with the possibility to compress the text. Redundancy and
information compression are two opposite noise-resistant factors (CenuBanoBa
2002: 181). Along with compression, newspaper weather forecast reports have
suck kind of redundancy as repetitions. Repetition is a figure of speech that implies
the repetition of sounds, words, morphemes, synonyms or syntactical structures in
terms of sufficient row closeness (Apuoabx 1990: 182) in newspaper weather

forecast texts.

Lexical repetition in newspaper weather forecast reports is widely represented by
the actualization of topical vocabulary of the heading. The common heading
AccuWeather Forecast is repeated in the words forecast and weather, for example:
Today in Weather History, Weather Trends, Five-Day Forecast for Washington,

Regional Forecasts. Repeated nominations highlight keywords and topical weather



notions. Lexical repetition, i.e. the repetition of words/word-combinations provides
coherence of newspaper informational text binding its fragments in a single unit,

for example: Limited sunshine with a couple of showers and thunderstorms

through Missouri. Hazy sunshine elsewhere. Tonight, showers and thunderstorms

continuing through Missouri (July 30). The repetition of topical vocabulary forms
the basic characteristic features of subject-logical weather report — language

conciseness and clarity of presentation.

Repetition of lexical meanings or accumulation of synonyms are widely used in
newspaper weather forecast reports. Synonyms focus readers’ attention on the
different degree of intensity of weather phenomenon. If we take the topic ‘rain’ we
can find different synonyms in the texts, for example: Rain across parts of

Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas today and tonight. A few thunderstorms

as well in easten and southern Texas. Mostly cloudy with a shower elsewhere

(March 15). A storm system will produce showers of rain and mountain snow from

Oregon to Southern California and Arizona today. Central and southern Texas will
remain damp and chilly with clouds and some rain and drizzle (March 13).
Synonyms within the framework of synonymous repetition explain, specify the
basic concept and contribute to differentiation of meanings. Moreover, the variety

of lexical arrangement diminishes the monotony of newspaper informational texts.

The combination of lexical and synonymous repetitions gives the possibility to
build an accurate, logical, and informatively saturated text, for example: Showers

and even a thunderstorm in Kentucky today. Rain will move northward through

Illinois, Indiana and Ohio, with a bit of frozen precipitation occurring along the

northern fringe before changing to rain. Tonight, cloudy with rain; snow north
(March 17).

The micro field ‘precipitation’ includes such synonyms as ‘showers’,
‘thunderstorm’, ‘rain’, ‘snow’. Synonymic group ‘showers, thunderstorm, rain’
details the topic ‘precipitation’ and forms the subtopic ‘rain’. The noun ‘snow’

reflects one of the aspects of the topic ‘precipitation’. Lexical repetition is



manifested by means of the repeated use of the word ‘rain’. We can identify the
meaning of similar words in the text through the comparison of synonyms
(Apnoasa, 1990: 131). Synonymous and lexical repetitions provide the entire
process of readers’ informing. Any weather phenomenon is bright and picturesque
and has the different degree of intensity and duration. All shades of one and the
same weather phenomena characteristics can be described with the help of various

synonyms.

Repetitions of morphemes contribute to the informational capacity of the text
under analysis, for example: Sun followed by clouds today. Mostly cloudy tonight
into tomorrow with the chance for a few showers. Variable clouds the rest of
tomorrow (November 19). Here we can trace the emphatic highlighting of the root

morpheme.

Within syntactical repetitions in the texts under discussion, we can find syntactical
parallelism, which is one of the basic principles of grammar and rhetoric (Corbett,
1998: 429). According to the rules of rhetoric, the violation of parallelism is a
serious problem as it shows the disorganization of thinking that leads to the
problems in communication. Parallel structures mean the repetition of grammar
rule to show that the ideas reflected in these structures are equally important
(Maclin, 1996: 228). We can explain the wide use of syntactical parallelism in
newspaper weather forecast reports by the fact that such kind of texts has been
thoroughly thought over beforehand. The information in these reports must be
logical and precise, for example: West Coast: Highs today will range from 36 in
Washington to 81 in the deserts of California. Rockies: Highs today will range
from 36 in the mountains of Montana to 81 in the deserts. (November 19).
Semantic information about the same weather phenomena (maximum temperature)
has the same form, i.e. clichés in newspaper weather forecast reports on the
syntactical level. Similar phrase structures answer the basic principle of syntactical

parallelism (Kysnemos, 1991: 71). Syntactical repetition facilitates the standard



arrangement of the text that in turn results in optimal conditions for perception of

the great deal of information.

We can find the combination of syntactical and lexical repetition in the headings of
newspaper weather forecast reports, for example: Around the Nation Yesterday —

Around the World Yesterday, National Outlook — National Forecast, Today’s

National Forecast — Today’s Regional Forecast. We can explain clichés in the

headings by the repetition of weather topics, the necessity of quick presentation of
information in a documentary way. The combination of parallel structures and
lexical repetition plays the leading role in the organization of the logical and
semantic text composition because such kind of combination is a stereotypical
linguistic and stylistic means in the framework of newspaper weather forecast
reports. Compositional and stylistic organization of newspaper weather forecast
report is based on the syntactical parallelism when the text rhythm becomes hard

and broken.

Newspaper weather forecast report is the real example of the text with the
combination of graphic and linguistic means. Thus, repetition in the texts under
discussion has not only the semantic characteristics but also the graphic ones
(Kosnosckas, 2002). Graphic repetitions in such kind of texts function
independently in the same way as the semantic repetitions do, for example the use
of the same colour to show the average temperature on the maps. We decode the
information taking into account symbols given on the upper right part of the
newspaper, for example, the red colour means that the temperature is 90 degrees
Fahrenheit. The colourful variation attracts readers’ attention and provides the
comfortable presentation of factual information. Colours for decoding the

information do not change in newspaper issues.

Pictograms Five-Day Forecast for Washington are symbols of weather for five
days of the week. For each pictogram, the readers have the text decoding the

information. Sometimes we do not pay attention to the text. Thus, pictograms and



different colours are graphic means to optimize the perception of information and

provides the quick decoding of the given information.

Being the element of redundancy, repetition has pragmatic and informational basis
in newspaper weather forecast reports. Repetition provides coherence in newspaper
informational texts, focuses on the subject of report, contributes to automatic

remembering of information and its saving in long-run memory.
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