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During the European Council on 23 June 2022, EU leaders granted EU
candidate status to Ukraine. In this context, they invited the European Commission
to report to the Council on the fulfilment of the conditions specified in the
Commission's opinion on Ukraine's membership application. EU leaders reiterated
that they are strongly committed to providing continued EU support to Ukraine,
including military, financial, humanitarian and political support. The leaders also
stated that the last package of sanctions, which included a ban on oil imports from
Russia, further intensified pressure on Russia to end its war against Ukraine. They
also said they would continue to work on sanctions. [1]

The war has completely changed the EU’s approach. Within days of
Russia’s 24 February invasion, the EU decided to spend €450 million in arms for
Ukraine and an additional €50 million in non-lethal aid. Just two weeks later, the
European Council doubled that initial commitment, bringing overall military aid to
Ukraine to more than €1 billion. To coordinate assistance via the EPF, the EU’s
defence structures have also taken on a new role in clearing Ukrainian requests and
ensuring that European deliveries reach government forces. The significant cost
sharing that resulted from the EPF mobilisation has sped up the delivery of
member states’ military hardware to Ukraine.

The EU’s imposition of far-reaching economic, financial and trade
sanctions on Russia — the toughest such penalties it has ever applied abroad — is
another major departure for the bloc, which had previously been divided over the
issue. The speed and scale of the measures surprised even some European
decision-makers: although, broadly speaking, Western leaders had threatened
“massive consequences” before Russia’s invasion, they had never specified what
these would be. Moscow’s full-scale invasion on 24 February was such a jolt to
Western capitals that they not only made good on the threats they had issued
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beforehand, but arguably went further than many had anticipated in raising the
costs to Russia of its continued aggression. [2]

The European Union reacted swiftly and robustly in support of the
Ukrainian government. It adopted the most severe sanctions ever and keeps
widening their scope and reach, as the war continues. The Union is making
extensive financial and humanitarian support available to Ukraine and contributing
to the financing of military equipment provided by member states. EU countries
have welcomed close to five million refugees so far. Member countries are
increasing the resilience and shedding dependencies on energy at a much faster
pace than anyone could have envisioned before. The EU has strengthened itself as
an international player and one can even speak of the birth of the geopolitical
Union. [3]

Despite a strong support of all the EU members, there is vivid separation
of Germany in European policy of war in Ukraine. Ukrainian President VVolodymyr
Zelensky rebuked former German Chancellor Angela Merkel. In retrospect, Nord
Stream 2 was approved after the annexation of Crimea. In particular, he invited her
to Bucha so that she could see for herself "what the policy of Russia's concessions
over 14 years has led to." Exactly 14 years ago, at the NATO summit in Bucharest,
Merkel and then French President Nicolas Sarkozy helped ensure that Ukraine did
not receive a NATO Membership Action Plan (MAP) so as not to irritate Russia
once again. So now Zelensky calls the then position of Berlin and Paris a
"miscalculation” through which Ukraine is experiencing "the worst war in Europe
since World War 11."

The Prime Minister of Poland, Mateusz Morawiecki, also unequivocally
rebuked Merkel: "Madam Chancellor, you have been silent since the beginning of
the war in the field of sales of raw materials ". Besides, it is a fact that under Olaf
Scholz's chancellorship, Germany is blocking stronger EU sanctions. [4]

In contrast to Germany, Poland has showed big support in the first days of
Russian invasion. Poland has sheltered 2.5 million Ukrainians who were forced to
flee their homeland, to escape the war, and is how doing everything possible to
ensure that they do not feel like refugees. Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that since the
beginning of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, he has been in constant contact with his
Polish counterpart - every day or several times a day. This helped quickly approve
joint decisions that facilitated the resolution of the situation at the borders and
helped Ukrainian citizens fleeing the war. There was an understanding of the need
to make quick decisions "without excessive bureaucracy" on crossing the border,
which would help in a difficult situation, said the Ukrainian President. [5]

To sum up, we can say that the European Union countries has provided
Ukraine with all kinds of support in financial, military and humanitarian fields.
Economic sanctions against Russia are the toughest ever. Poland politicians have
been in constant contact with Volodymyr Zelenskyy, sheltering as many
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Ukrainians as possible. The only European Union country that embraced
diplomatic neutrality is Germany.
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