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STUDYING FOREIGN LANGUAGES WITH
MOBILE DEVICES

There are different methods of learning foreign
languages. Everyone uses the method that they consider to
be the most effective. But the time of technology is passing,
when people constantly, even casually, without thinking,
grab their phones at every service opportunity. That’s why
mobile apps for learning are so popular. The aim of
research is to analyze the role of mobile devices in studying
foreign language. “The technology of learning English using
mobile devices is a form of organizing an autonomous and
personalized educational process, in which the main or

dominant technology is mobile communication devices,
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with the help of which students can develop and improve
language and speech skills (due to synchronous and
asynchronous communication), to form sociocultural and
intercultural competences in order to use a foreign language
as a method of communication in social, everyday and
professional spheres” [2, 50 p.]. People are always on their
phone anyway, because it is impossible without it now, but
such applications allow you to spend time on your gadget
with benefit. The application takes little time, but it helps to

learn some languages in a casual way.

The term “mobile learning (M-learning)”, which is
analyzed by Ukrainian scientist Makhovych 1., refers to the
use of mobile and portable IT devices, in particular, mobile
phones, laptops and tablet PCs in education. “Mobile
devices (phones, handheld computers) are much more
affordable than desktop computers. The introduction of
tablet PCs allows for mobile Internet access with equal, if
not greater, functionality than desktop computers. Since
mobile computing technologies are becoming more

portable, accessible and easy to use, this leads to the spread
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and application of M-learning among student youth” [4].
The way foreign languages are learned has changed with the
help of mobile technology. the concept of mobile students
(MLs) appeared. That is, these are students who use modern
innovations in the field of mobile communication to learn
the language. Mobile technologies have allowed the use of
a modern form of foreign language learning such as an
online platform. We share the opinion of Ukrainian scientist
Shykun A., that “Since mobile devices can be used from
morning to evening in people's daily lives, online platforms
can become a quality support for offline learning. They
cannot completely replace classroom learning and
communication with people, however, they allow the use of
tasks aimed at different types of memory and perception of
information in different environments. It is especially true
of vocabulary learning, which is noticeable when studying
courses such as ESL, where the main focus is on increasing
vocabulary, followed by grammar, reading, speaking and
writing. It is important to emphasize that the platforms are

available for use from mobile phones, so they allow quick
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learning that requires only a few minutes of the student’s
time” [5, 226]. Without doubt, Multi-modality “will allow
people to focus on freedom of will and interest of mobile
students, as it allows MLs to use educational practices
that are outside the boundaries of usual learning. Language
learning on the online platform allows learners to effectively
learn vocabulary as well as grammar, writing, and reading.
Teachers should help mobile learners to choose courses and
educational platforms for learning foreign languages™ [5,
227]. The studies by Shykun A. showed, that all foreign
language teachers during the period of social distancing
“used online platforms and conducted discussions and
surveys in study groups about the effectiveness of such
teaching and the way of learning languages. Many teachers
and mobile students used online platforms to exchange
information in the process of learning foreign languages, as
well as deepen communication, in particular with the help of
such networks as Coursera, Udemy and social networks
WhatsApp, Twitter, and Facebook™[5, 226].
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Let’s analyze the most popular application at the
moment — Duolingo. “Duolingo is an educational service
that offers users courses in various foreign languages. In
Duolingo, you can formulate your own goal of language
learning, take a test to determine the level of knowledge, and
also choose the work mode that the student needs to form an
individual learning trajectory” [2, 54 p.]. So, what are the

benefits of the mentioned app.

An individual approach, maximum accessibility and
comprehensibility - this is why this application is popular
among the users. The program will adjust everything for
you. It can remind the user about the lesson to be completed
today, adjust vocabulary and words for a specific purpose of
language learning. The developers made sure that the user

learns as efficiently and conveniently as possible.

An application developers use audio and video
materials for successful vocabulary learning, which
significantly affect the effectiveness of users’ assimilation
of verbal content. In this way, the possibility of listening to
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the correct pronunciation is used, due to which the recipient
trains his own. That is, all attention is paid to exactly one
user, everything is adjusted to exactly one person. You can
forget about all these group classes, other people, time is

spent as efficiently as possible only for yourself.

“The use of mobile applications is able to minimize
the problem of emotional discomfort during the answer in
the audience, because it provides an opportunity to
independently check knowledge, excluding psychological
factors™ [3, 198 p.]. Some people take criticism very poorly
and fearfully or are afraid to speak in front of someone, it
turns out, another plus of mobile applications. There is an
opportunity to calmly, without unnecessary comments,
correct your mistakes without fear of hearing something
unpleasant from other people, because the application is

programmed to teach you and nothing else.

“It should be also noted the activation of the game
motive, which is important for the formation of internal
interest, that is, obtaining satisfaction and positive emotions
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from game activity” [3, 199 p.]. This is easy to explain,
because monotony and grayness will quickly get boring and,
most likely, a person will stop using this application. It is the
positive emotions received during the study that help the
process become more interesting. “The use of mobile
applications allows you to work with authentic materials,
encourages students to be creative, mobile, flexible in
thinking, and also helps to improve the quality of education
for people with disabilities thanks to the technologies of text
scaling, voice transcription, geolocation and text-to-speech

conversion” [1, p. 599].

To summarize, mobile applications solve a lot of
problems, now you can forget about group classes with a
tutor, paying for lessons, etc. Now everything is becoming
as accessible, simple and understandable as possible for
ordinary users. The world does not stand still, so people are
becoming more demanding, the requirements for mobile
applications are constantly growing. It is not enough to
simply have study strategies, it is also necessary to interest

the audience, stand out with its advantages and functionality.
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“Therefore, to create a truly high-quality mobile application,
it is important to involve philologists, linguists and

translators-practitioners” [1, p. 599].
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