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3BOPOTHIM 3B'SI30K, 3A1HCHIOBATH PE(DIEKCIIO.
MokHa CTBEpJKYBaTH, 110 BUKOPUCTAHHS TPEHIHTOBUX TEXHOJOTIM MOXe
cTaTh €(pEeKTUBHUM IHCTPYMEHTOM Y ajanTallli BHYTPIIIHbO MEpeMillleHuX oci0 Ha
HOBOMY MicCll, a (OpMHU NPOBEJAEHHS TaKUX TPEHIHTIB 3 3a3HAYEHOI0 KaTErOpIEl0

CTaHyTb MCTOIO ITOJAJIBIINX I[OCJIiI[)KeHB.
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suxknuky, nepcnekmusu. Marepianu Il BceykpaiHcbkoi HayKOBO-IIpaKTUYHOT
koH(epeniii M. [Tonraa, 28 mororo 2018 poky. IlonTtasa, 2018. C. 104-113.
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YUHIBCBKOT Moyofl. Cmyodenmcokuti Haykosuii gicnuk Hidcuncbko2o Oepiicasrnozo
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A PRAGMATIC STUDY OF POLITICAL CARTOONS ON WORLD
LEADERS

Political cartoons are a unique blend of art and commentary that leverage

humour, satire, and symbolism to critique world leaders and political events. They play
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a crucial role in media, offering insights into public sentiment and contributing to
political discourse. This paper examines the pragmatic functions of political cartoons
and their impact on the portrayal of world leaders.

Pragmatics, a subfield of linguistics, deals with the context-dependent aspects of
meaning that are not explicitly stated. In the context of political cartoons, pragmatics
involves understanding the implied messages, cultural references, and the socio-
political context in which the cartoons are created and interpreted (Cutting, 2016).

This study employs a qualitative content analysis of political cartoons published
in American media company publishing news «U.S. News & World Report»,
specifically article «The Best Cartoons on World Leaders» (U.S. News & World
Report, 2024). The cartoons are analysed for their pragmatic elements, including
implicature, presupposition, and the use of visual and verbal metaphors.

In analysing political cartoons, implicature means inferring the underlying
messages or criticisms conveyed by the images and captions. In analysing political
cartoons, presuppositions involve understanding the underlying assumptions about
political figures, events, or issues (Finch, 2015).

The analysis focuses on several contemporary political cartoons featuring world
leaders such as Joe Biden, Volodymyr Zelenskyi, Vladimir Putin, Kim Jung Un, and
Xi Jinping. Each cartoon is dissected to reveal the pragmatic strategies employed by
the cartoonists.

The attached cartoon features Joe Biden handing a bag labelled «$60 Billion» to

Volodymyr Zelensky, with a bust of Winston Churchill in the background.

AMERICANS CAN ALWAYS Y\
BE TRUSTED TO DO THE j
RIGHT THING ..

ONCE ALL OTHER
POSSIBILITIES HAVE
BEEN EXHAUSTED.

Implicature: Suggests U.S. aid to Ukraine is a reluctant last resort.

Presupposition: Assumes viewers are aware of the substantial U.S. financial aid
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to Ukraine.

Visual and Verbal Metaphors: The money bag symbolizes aid, and the altered
Churchill quote critiqgues American intervention policies.

A cartoon below depicts Vladimir Putin, shirtless, holding up both hands with
the victory sign, surrounded by the text «<FORTY MORE YEARS!»

L) FoRTY
. MORE
YEARS!

Implication: The exaggerated features and the slogan suggest a critique of Putin's
extended hold on power, possibly commenting on changes to term limits or political
longevity.

Presupposition: The audience is expected to know about Putin's long tenure and
recent political manoeuvres that could extend his rule.

Metaphor: The cartoon uses the visual metaphor of Putin making a victory sign,
often associated with long-term dominance or victory, to underscore the idea of his
prolonged rule.

On the next cartoon Kim Jong Un looks unhappy, with two soldiers explaining
his discontent. The dialogue reads, «Why is the GREAT PRESIDENT so upset?» «For
YEARS, he's wanted to destroy America, and Joe Biden beat him to it».
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For YEARS, HE'S WANTED
to DESTROY AMERICA, and
JOE BIDEN BEAT HIM toit.

L [ iy the GREAT
o PRESIDENT so UPSET?

KIM JONG UN
A

Implication: The cartoon implies a critique of Joe Biden's policies, suggesting
they are detrimental to America, more so than the actions of adversarial leaders like
Kim Jong Un.

Presupposition: The audience is assumed to understand the antagonistic
relationship between North Korea and the U.S., and the controversial aspects of Biden's
presidency.

Metaphor: The visual metaphor of Kim Jong Un being jealous of Biden for
«destroying» America indicates a hyperbolic critique of Biden’s impact on the country.

The last cartoon shows a reporter asking a group of people if they are better off
since Joe Biden became president. The answers are «No» from various citizens and

«Yes» from Xi Jinping.

ARE YOU BETTER
OFF SINCE JOE BIDEN
BECAME PRESIDENT?

Implication: The cartoon suggests that Biden's presidency has not benefited
Americans, but it has been advantageous for China.

Presupposition: The audience is expected to understand the economic and
political tensions between the U.S. and China, and the perception that Biden's policies
may favour China.

Metaphor: The visual contrast between the unhappy American citizens and the
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pleased Chinese leader metaphorically criticizes Biden’s policies as being more
favourable to China than to the U.S.

Political cartoons are a significant tool for political commentary, offering a blend
of humour, criticism, and reflection. By analysing the pragmatic elements in cartoons
of world leaders like Joe Biden, Volodymyr Zelenskyi, Vladimir Putin, Kim Jung Un,
and Xi Jinping this study highlights how these visual narratives shape public discourse

and influence perceptions.
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JOICHT, KaHU/IAT ITOJIITUYHUX HAYK

JIOLIEHT KadeIpH ICHUXOJIOT i, ITOJIITOJIOTIT Ta COIIOKYJIBTYPHUX TEXHOJIOT1H
CyMCBKOTO JIep>KaBHOTO YHIBEPCHTETY

M. Cymu, Ykpaina

HOJITUYHI MEXAHIBMU CTUMYJIIOBAHHS TA PO3BUTKY
TAJY3EHN KYJbTYPHUX I KPEATUBHUX IHAYCTPII

BB cyuacHUX CBITOBMX TEHCHIIIN BU3HAYA€ JEPKaBHY MOIITUKY Yy cdepi
KyJIbTypu. Poilb KynbTypHHX 1 KpEaTUBHHUX 1HIYCTPi B yMOBaX BOEHHOTO CTaHy Ta
MOBOEHHOT BIMOY/ZOBM B YKpaiHi 3pocTaTuMme, IO 3YMOBJICHO ITUBUTI3AIIHHIMHU
mpoiiecaMu Ta TOTpedaMu EKOHOMIKH, OCOOJHMBO B KOHTEKCTI MOJITUKH CTajoro
PO3BUTKY.

Mertoro OCHIKEHHSI € BUSIBJICHHS Ta aHAJI3 MOJITUYHUX MEXaH13MIB BIUIUBY
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