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THE ROLE OF EDUCATION IN ENSURING ECONOMIC STABILITY AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: LESSONS FROM GERMANY

student Bohdana Yevdokymova,

As.Prof. Inessa Yarova,

Sumy State University, Ukraine

Prof., Yevhen Mishenin,

Institute of Agroecology and Environmental Management of NAAS, Ukraine

The quality of education in Germany is well known worldwide for its
organisation and accessibility for all students. The German education system
allows students to continue their studies up to university level, regardless of their
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family's financial situation. Public schools in Germany - whether primary,
secondary or vocational schools - generally do not require tuition fees, making
education accessible to all. This contributes to the high international
competitiveness of the German education system, making it attractive to students
from all over the world.

The dual education system in Germany, which was introduced in 1969 and
has since become the basis of vocational education in the country, plays a crucial
role in secondary education, providing skilled workers with a combination of
theoretical training and practical training in companies. According to the OECD,
about 81% of adults aged 25 to 64 in Germany have completed vocational or
general secondary education, which is higher than the OECD average of 78%.
Also, in the context of the dual system, Germany has a tertiary education
attainment rate of 31%, slightly higher than the OECD average of 28% (Germany,
2023). An important step in education was the inclusive education reform
implemented in Germany since 2009. The signing of the UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities obliged countries to ensure accessible and
quality education for all children, including those with special educational needs.
Inclusive education involves integrating students with different educational needs
into the same classes as other students. This means that children with disabilities
study alongside their peers in mainstream schools. These classes provide the
necessary support and resources for all students to succeed, regardless of their
needs. One key aspect of inclusive education is creating an environment that
promotes social cohesion. Students with disabilities have the opportunity to
interact and learn with other children, fostering tolerance, understanding, and
support for each other (Education, 2023).

Since 2016, the "DigitalPakt Schule" initiative has been a catalyst for
significant changes in the German education system, introducing significant
investments in the development of digital infrastructure in schools. This initiative
was aimed at modernising the technical equipment of schools, providing high-
speed Internet and developing digital learning platforms. The plan is to spend
about €5 billion on these purposes by 2024. An important aspect of this reform is
to ensure equal opportunities for all students. Investing in digital infrastructure
reduces the difference in access to modern technology between schools and
provides students with a level playing field. In addition, it stimulates the
development of digital literacy skills among students, which is essential for their
successful adaptation to the modern world (Education, 2023).

Besides, to mitigate the effects of COVID-19 on children's education,
Germany introduced the "Catching up after Corona for Children and Youths"
program. This initiative, funded by the Federal Government aimed to address
learning gaps among pupils. Under Program Pillar 1, the Federal Government
allocated Euro 1 billion annually to the Lé&nder, with an equal contribution
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expected from each Land. The Lénder implemented measures within existing
structures to support for students' learning needs. This approach ensured that
interventions were specifically designed to address individual learning deficits
(Ongoing, 2024). Since 2000, Germany has focused on integrating international
standards into its education system, utilizing exchange programs like Erasmus+
and bilateral agreements. These initiatives enable students and educators to engage
in international exchanges, internships, and collaborative projects, fostering
exposure to diverse teaching methods and educational strategies. Such exchanges
enhance the quality of education and bolster Germany's global competitiveness in
the education sector by promoting adaptability and competitiveness within the
international educational landscape (A comprehensive annual report, 2024).

In 2023, Germany's 7-point drop in the IMD World Competitiveness
ranking indicates the need for further reforms in the country. This suggests that the
efficiency and adaptability of the education system needs to be improved to meet
the requirements of the modern world. For example, it is necessary to introduce
digital technologies more actively into the educational process, improve the quality
of education and prepare teachers for digital transformation. It is also important to
develop innovative approaches to education to ensure the sustainability of the
competitiveness of the economy and society as a whole (A comprehensive annual
report, 2024).

Table 1 — Germany in The IMD World Competitiveness Ranking 2019-
2023 (A comprehensive annual report, 2024)

Year Ranking
2019 17
2020 17
2021 15
2022 15
2023 22

To address current challenges, in March 2023, the Standing Conference
initiated reforms to further align the structural framework of upper secondary
education. This response is in line with the political agenda outlined in the "Lander
agreement on the common basic structure of the school system and the overall
national responsibility of the Lander in central education policy issues" of October
15, 2020 (A comprehensive annual report, 2024).

Ukraine can learn from several important aspects of Germany's educational
experience to enhance economic stability and sustainable development. Firstly, the
German education system offers parallel educational tracks that allow students to
choose between academic and vocational training. This approach ensures
flexibility in the education system, accommodating the diverse interests and needs
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of students. Additionally, the strong cooperation between educational institutions
and the industrial sector in Germany ensures that educational programs meet
current labor market demands, leading to a high level of professional preparation
for graduates.

Another crucial element is the dual vocational training system, where
students receive both theoretical knowledge and practical skills directly in the
workplace. This system enhances graduates' readiness for the labor market and
reduces youth unemployment. Furthermore, Germany's active investment in
education, research, and the development of new technologies is noteworthy.
Ukraine can adopt this approach by directing more resources towards supporting
innovation and research, which will foster economic growth and increase
competitiveness. Finally, the high quality of German education can serve as a
model for Ukraine in implementing effective methodologies and strategies to
improve education at all levels. Thus, adapting these aspects of the German
experience can significantly contribute to the economic stability and sustainable
development of Ukraine's education system.
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