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ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE
RELATIONS

Inessa Yarova, Ph.D., As. Prof.
Sumy State University, Ukraine

In today's globalized world trade market in terms of rapidly growing
population, increasing disparities in socio-economic development and resource
security between rich and poor countries, increasing anthropogenic pressure on the
environment that leads to exacerbation of contradictions in the system "man-nature",
environmental problems are gradually becoming a source of complication of
international trade relations. This is due to a number of factors, including the growth
of resource and environmental interdependence of countries, lack of harmonized
international environmental criteria and standards, significant differences in
approaches to solving existing environmental problems and opportunities for
national environmental programs, the tendency for implementation of protectionism
methods [1-9] .Developed countries, in particular most EU's member states, on the
basis of European Environmental Law, introduce special technical standards and
environmental labeling for goods, confirming their environmental friendliness, but
for developing countries such non-tariff barriers create a real obstacle to the exports
development. Adherence to high standards of production conditions and the need to
use ecological raw materials leads to high costs of export products. The European
Economic Community, beginning with the adoption of the Declarations on the
Environmental Action Program (1972) and the following six action programs (1973-
2002), have formulated the basic principles of European policy in the trade and
environmental field [10-13]. Emphasizing the importance and need to support the
concept of sustainable development, it should be noted that the set of non-tariff
barriers at the domestic and international levels has led experts to believe that
environmental policy of developed countries, which focuses on environmental
standards, Kyoto Protocol, “green” energy, and other, undoubtedly important
purposes, creates opportunities for the use of environmental norms and standards for
protectionism. Thus, in modern international trade relations, it is necessary to take
into account the environmental factor for effective development in the long run. The
rational interaction of environmental and trade policy undoubtedly requires active
coordination at the macroeconomic level, provided that the relevant provisions of
international treaties are taken into account. The ban on environmentally hazardous
products only in certain countries (production, sales, consumption and imports) leads
to a redistribution of international trade in such products to countries that have not
introduced environmental restrictions [14,15].

In particular, the concept of écologization of international trade relations"
we mean the process of steady and consistent dissemination of environmental ideas,
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approaches and principles to all types and forms of international trade relations to
protect the environment and rational natural resources use, guarantee international
trade and environmental security and transition to qualitatively new socio-
ecological-economic model of the world trade space development. It should be noted
that the correctly chosen strategy of greening of world commodity markets should
highlight the relationship with general trends, dynamics, specifics of environmental
awareness of the implementation of economic decisions in all areas and at all levels
of their operation [16]. At the same time, it should be mentioned that the strategy of
ecologization of world commodity markets is an important component of the global
strategy of greening of the world economy, its derivative and is subject to the same
tools of formation, influence, control and regulation. The main directions of
implementation of the global strategy of greening of the world trade economy are,
first of all, coordination of joint measures to reduce the negative impact on the
environment; identification of priority areas for environmental optimization;
development of an action plan for the gradual mutual combination of economic and
environmental interests of the world [17]. The implementation of the global strategy
of greening world trade is associated with certain problematic components of its
implementation, the essence of which is, above all, that increased competition can
cause environmental dumping. At the same time, there are some difficulties in the
implementation of environmentally friendly trade cooperation, which are as follows.
First, the leading countries take advantage of environmental requirements to restrict
imports to their countries and violate the regime of facilitation of international trade.
Second, the formation of the world economic space under the influence of
environmental factors is accompanied by the manifestation of external effects of a
positive and negative nature in the form of various forms of environmental
expansion. These external effects are the result of the interaction of commodity-
technological,  structural-large-scale,  political-institutional,  socio-cultural
determinants on the environment [18-20].

Thus, one of the important issues that need to be addressed immediately in
this regard is the implementation of a well-thought-out effective structural policy
aimed at environmental restructuring of the world trade economy. We should talk
about the redistribution of labor, material, financial resources of the global trade
space in favor of high-tech, waste-free, and resource-saving economic and trade
activities. The transition of the global trade system to the innovation and
technological path of development should take place on the basis of certain priorities
in order to form a common innovation system and a holistic structure of scientific
and technical complex, able to function in conditions of exacerbation of
environmental problems.
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Project management is a key point for aligning projects with strategic goals
of organizations. Strategically, the concept of stakeholder management encourages
firms to consider the impact on stakeholders through their actions and influence on
decision-making.

Such researches as Aarseth, Rolstadas and Andersen [1]; de Bakker, Boonstra
and Wortmann [8]; McLeod, Doolin and MacDonel [16]; Morris and Hough [18];
Sallinen, Ahola and Ruuska [20]; Turner and Zollin [24]; Vrhovec, Hovelja,
Vavpotic” and Krisper [26] stated that project stakeholders are to be identified and
taken into account in project management so that the project would be successful as
stakeholders will be affected by the project (in a positive or negative way), they may
bring necessary financial and non-financial resources to the project, they can
establish criteria for assessing project success, and stakeholders’ resistance may cause
reputational risks to the project. Therefore, taking project stakeholders into
consideration can help project representatives understand the interests and concerns
of the project stakeholders, and benefit out of that [10].

Different aspects of project management as well as stakeholder analysis are
outlined in such scientific papers as [2-7, 9, 11-15, 17, 19, 21-23, 25, 27-28].

The authors of the research [24] indicate investors, customers and suppliers,
users and neighbors, authorities and media as typical project stakeholders.

To group potential project stakeholders several approaches can be used.

1. Stakeholders’ role and importance for organization. Stakeholders can be
divided into primary and secondary. Primary stakeholders are vital for existence of
the organization. If they decide to stop cooperation with the organization, business
can stop.

2. Stakeholders’ position towards organization. Stakeholders can be
classified as internal and external. Shareholders, owners, employees, top managers
are internal parties as they are mostly interested in financial aspects of business (they
are influenced by company profits and efficiency).

External stakeholders are mostly interested in quality of products and
services, in satisfactory long-term relationships, ethical actions of the organization.
These are such stakeholders as customers and suppliers, business partners,
competitors, government, special interest groups, retailers, trade associations etc.

3. Regulatory vs functional stakeholders. Regulatory stakeholders trade
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