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THE PLACE OF UKRAINE IN THE EU INTEGRATION PROCESSES

PhD, senior lecturer Marekha 1.S.
Student Yavor P.V.
Sumy State University, Ukraine

With the proclamation of Independence, Ukraine has steadily
demonstrated its desire to establish itself as a full participant in international
relations on the world stage. Along with gaining independence, the process of
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European integration with the prospect of gaining full membership in the European
Union was gradually identified as Ukraine's strategic foreign policy priority. This
was enshrined in law and became a key focus of the country's internal
development, given the complex and lengthy process of integration transformation.

For Ukraine, the European integration process is a foreign policy
movement, which is implemented through the implementation of regulations and
reforms, in order to achieve the main goal — to gain full membership of the
European Union, which is enshrined in law.

According to A. Martynov, the very phenomenon of European integration
is "a complex political, social and economic process for closer cooperation”
(Bekeshkina, et al.).To determine the essence of Ukraine's European integration in
the context of the Eastern Partnership initiative, it is necessary toturn to the
theoretical teachings of European integration, which, as defined by O. Sokur, can
be divided into economic and political dimensions (Bredikhin, 2009).

The economic direction is deeper economic integration, monetary and
customs union and common market. There are several approaches, including
liberalism, as the European Community was primarily identified with the trade
integration of the region, namely free trade andinstitutionalism - the creation of a
"supreme body" for trade control.Political integration is a more complex process
involving foreign, security and defense policies.

The approval of the Eastern Partnership initiative has become a tool for
important reforms, reaffirming the choice in favor of European socio-economic
development and ensuring the irreversibility of Ukraine's European integration.
The European model became considered an example on the way to modernization
of the country.During the implementation of the Eastern Partnership initiative,
Ukraine was more advanced in its relations with the EU than other member states
and has already demonstrated its clear European integration ambitions. However,
later, she began to lose her priority and was in no hurry to reform.

The changes that have taken place since the introduction of the Eastern
Partnership to date indicate the irreversibility of Ukraine's European course.
However, today the question of the effectiveness and relevance of such a format
for EU cooperation with the countries of the easternregion is discursive. This can
be largely explained by the lack of a unified approach to understanding the content
and purpose of the initiative, which calls into question the effectiveness of its
implementation. In particular, there are two interpretations of the purpose of this
initiative: as acompletely autonomous direction from the EU's eastern policy,
which is a mechanism for full integration into the Union, the other - only as part
ofthe European Neighborhood Policy. Western politicians mostly follow the latter
approach, while Ukraine adheres to the first thesis.In a public lecture "The
Relationship between the External and Domestic Political Dimension" at the
National Political Academy, P. Klimkin notedt hat “the Eastern Partnership is such
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a buffer idea. Unfortunately, the European Neighborhood Policy has been a buffer
philosophy since its inception, and the EU needs time to understand that"
(Klimkin, 2020).

Ukrainian analysts, along with their Georgian and Moldovan counterparts,
note a lack of interest from EU countries in strengthening integration and a lack of
financial support for the Eastern Neighborhood Policy. Thus, they insist on the
differentiation and deepening ofEuropean integration processes in the Eastern
Partnership Plus format, including the accession of these countries to the EU
customs, energy,digital unions and the Schengen area. This will provide an
opportunity for enhanced cooperation with the EU and will be an incentive for
closerEuropean integration. This format is also supported by the European
Parliament, as the "Troika Strategy 2030" initiative has already been putforward by
Lithuanian MEP A. Kubilius to provide greater support for the European
integration of Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova.According to 1. Klympush-
Tsintsadze, "strengthening the bilateral dialogue between Ukraine and the
European Union will facilitate Ukraine'sentry into leadership positions within the
Eastern Partnership, which will help it become a flagship among other member
states" (Klympush-Tsintsadze).
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